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t: 07886 293 975
e: christian@crimsonandscarlet.com

Highly Professional Quality Service 
by Experienced Tradesmen

Fully InsuredDON’T
FORGET!

Clocks go forward 
one hour this 

weekend

95 Gray’s Inn Road, WC1X 8TX

YOUR PATH TO A NEW CAREER
BEGINNERS INTRODUCTORY 
WEEKEND COURSES - £145 
29th/30th March, 5th/6th April, 26th/27th April 

BEGINNERS 10 WEEK EVENING COURSE - £390 
Tuesdays: 15th April to 17th June 

Filling up fast - call now to book
See our website for details: 

www.londoncollegeofmassage.co.uk

020 7404 7404
Training Room Hire: suitable for all 
complementary therapies & beauty.  
Rooms available Monday to Friday. 

Call for further details. 

Massage Clinic
Professional Practitioners - Affordable Prices
For appointments please call 020 7404 7405

‘Not the end… it is the beginning of a new journey’

Sanctuary Spa to go

Best ever Girls’ school just ‘excellent’

THE celebrated Covent Garden spa
which featured in a raunchy movie
starring Joan Collins is to close
after 37 years.

The Sanctuary in Floral Street
became famous for its luxurious
indoor Koi pond and a swing
across its swimming pool. 

More than 60,000 women use it
every year.

But PZ Cussons, the company
which took over the Sanctuary
brand in 2008, have decided to
close the spa in order to focus on
selling their branded skincare and
beauty products.

The company, which also own St
Tropez tanning and Imperial
Leather soap, revealed that they
will be closing at the end of next
month for a number of reasons,
including a decline in visits.

Director Catherine Ferma said:
“We have taken the difficult deci-
sion to close the Sanctuary Spa in
Covent Garden. 

“This decision has been based on
a number of factors including the
current redevelopment of Covent
Garden which will turn it into the
epicentre of theatre world, restau-

rant and retail, the rising costs
associated with being in a listed
building and a decline in our day
spa guests as more women are
choosing to spa at home.” 

The retreat once welcomed Joan
Collins and others to film an orgy
scene for the 1978 erotic movie
The Stud, based on a Jackie Collins
novel. 

The actress rocked leisurely on
the swing suspended over the
underground Atrium pool, which
remains an iconic feature of the
centre to this day.

In a bid to stay relevant to mod-
ern women, with busier lives, the
spa introduced individual treat-
ment options as the company
found that people did not have the
time to spend an entire day at the
venue. 

Ms Ferma said: “Of course, this
is not the end of Sanctuary Spa; it
is the beginning of a new journey.
As the trend towards spa-ing at
home is growing, our Sanctuary
Spa product business is thriving.”

The women-only spa, which
was first opened in 1977 by an
American choreographer Gary
Cockerill, as a present for his bal-
lerina wife, is popular with the
likes of Holly Willoughby and for-
mer ballerina Darcey Bussell, who
became the face of the brand’s
product range. 

Around 100 jobs are likely to be
lost once the spa closes.

This decision to shut up shop
follows the closure of three other
Sanctuary Spas in Richmond,
Cambridge and Bristol. 

The adjoining Sanctuary store in
Covent Garden will shut in Sep-
tember, but the products will still
be available from department
stores and online.

� from page 1

-erty and facilities man-
agement.

Their open letter stated:
“We pooled our collective
knowledge and, after
many strenuous hours of
discussion, came up with
what we humbly submit
is the best possible solu-
tion to your problem...”

The letter then advised
that using the enclosed
cleaning cloths by fold-
ing, wetting and “apply-
ing to the affected area in
circular motions” would
have been an effective
way to remove the chalk.

They branded the treat-
ment of Ms Duff, 25, as a
“needlessly vindictive
and wholly disproportion-
ate attempt to suppress
campus protest and intim-
idate any who might con-
sider engaging in it”.

Ms Duff had scrawled
messages supporting
cleaning staff on the Uni-

FRANCIS Holland School in Regent’s Park has
received its best ever inspection report to
date, after As and A*s dominated their
results tables from the summer.

The school was rated “excellent” in areas
including teaching, students’ achievements
and extra-curricular activities. 

Eighty per cent of the last batch of GCSE
grades and almost two-thirds of A-level
grades were As and A*s.

Headteacher Vivienne Durham was 
thrilled with the result and praised both

pupils and staff for their achievements. 
The report by the Independent Schools

Inspectorate stated: “Pupils throughout the
school are extremely keen and enthusiastic
about their studies, both inside and outside
the classroom.”

The independent day school for girls aged
11 to 18 offers more than 70 weekly clubs for
students to choose from, ranging from
equestrian club to the “globe-trotters”
society.
� Pictured: delight of pupils on results day.

versity of London’s foun-
dation stone at Senate
House in Bloomsbury.
One message said: “Sick
pay, holiday, pensions…
NOW,” in colourful
chalk. 

The protest was part of
the 3cosas campaign,
which supports out-
sourced staff

A UoL spokeswoman
said: “The graffiti on the
foundation stone required
high-pressure hydro-
cleaning, which resulted
in the removal of the gold

lettering, which needed
to be replaced. 

“The university did not
press charges against Ms
Duff, who was prosecut-
ed by the CPS and found
guilty at Highbury Mag-
istrates’ Court of criminal
damage.”

She added: “The uni-
versity supports the rights
of students to protest
peacefully and lawfully.
However, we are strongly
opposed to all forms of
vandalism across our
estate and premises,

many of which are listed.  
“As a Grade II* listed

building Senate House is
one of London’s historic
buildings attracting visi-
tors to the Bloomsbury
area.”

Ms Duff, a PhD student
who is currently studying
philosophy, was convict-
ed of criminal damage
and made to pay £810 for
the repairs of the founda-
tion stone and £200 legal
costs, as well as receiving
a three-months condi-
tional discharge.

Dishcloth disgust of academics

by ALINA POLIANSKAYA

The spa’s famous
pool swing
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