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Harry enjoyed his fair 
share of detentions for 

trips to the bookmakers

MY SCHOOL DAYS

Nikhita wishes that she’d 
made the most of PE 
during her time at FHS

Francis Holland School 
Regent’s Park

Can you describe your school 
in three words?
Catalyst for creativity.

Who was your best friend?
Funnily enough someone 
I wasn’t close to in school 
ended up being in my halls at 
university – we then went on 
to live together for two years. 
This is the FHS friendship I 
treasure most, and just goes 
to show that you should never 
rule anyone out; sometimes 
the strongest bonds just need 
a change of scenery to click. 

What did you want to be 
when you grew up?
A lawyer, actor or literally 
anything involving tennis.

Your most embarrassing 
school moment?
I think my subconscious has 
safely blocked them all out for 
my own peace of mind.

Play any pranks?
I remember a collective e� ort 
to move all the desks right up 
against the classroom door to 
lock a teacher out. Zero points 
for creativity, but a solid e� ort 
on the teamwork front.

Let’s talk about the food… 
The turkey twizzlers were 
unforgettable, but I’m happy 
to hear the current cohort 
are enjoying a slightly more 
balanced, UPF-free menu. 

Where was your favourite 
hang out spot at school?
Moving up into the common 
room was a major milestone; 
sofas = seniority. Also, the year 
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we were allowed to cross the 
invisible barrier around Baker 
Street was a highlight. 

Were you a teacher’s pet or 
more of a troublemaker?
Neither – though I may still 
hold the school record for 
the most late slips ever… it 
did set me up for life though, 
as I managed to get it out of 
my system back then and am 
(almost) never late now.

Lone wolf or team player?
A team player, always – 
collaborating is so energising 

and inspiring, though I might 
have been a bit more fi ercely 
competitive during a game of 
benchball, but who isn’t? 

Were you a sports captain or 
outside fi eld lingerer?
I was more of an outfi elder, 
which is strange given my love 
of sport. I wish I’d made the 
most of PE back then. If my 
current working life included 
an hour’s break for tennis or 
rounders in Regent’s Park, it’d 
be an absolute dream. I did, 
however, fi nd my stride as the 
self-appointed MVP in yoga.

Did you win any prizes? 
I won the economics prize – 
which I didn’t realise was a 
thing – and the travel prize 
too; I was really grateful to 
be acknowledged. It was a 
wonderful, unexpected note 
to graduate on.

Favourite teacher? 
Ms Murugan – she was, 
and is, so encouraging, 
positive and patient. 
Maths was always 
the subject I looked 
forward to and felt most 
confi dent about, and 
that was in no small part 

because of her. 

What advice would you o� er 
your school-age self? 
Never let your assumptions 
of what others might think of 
you dictate your opinion of 
yourself. Your potential is only 
defi ned by you and those you 
trust. Be honest with yourself 
about what you want, and run 
your own race.

How would your teachers 
describe you? 
Curious, quick, kind, generous 
and unpredictable. 

“I MAY STILL HOLD THE SCHOOL  
record for the most late slips ever... I 

managed to get it out of my system and 
AM (ALMOST) NEVER LATE NOW”
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