
 
Inter-House Debating Final, Mini Marathon, Parents' Association Quiz, Young Enterprise, 
Jujiro, World Book Day Celebrations, Choral Concert with Harrow School, Spring Concert,  
Trip to Beijing, Physics and Creative Writing Trips to Chateau D'Hallines, London Youth 
Games, Epsom Cross Country …and much more
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At this time of year, schools across the 
country turn their attention towards 
A levels and GCSEs. For other pupils too 
much of the talk is of end of year tests. 
Here at Francis Holland School, the 
official exam week comes just before 
half term. It will be an intense week and 
it will require hard work. The purpose 
of this week of tests is to prepare 
younger girls for the rigour of public 
examinations and to help them develop 
good habits that will benefit them as 
they progress further up the school. 
The timing of our exam week allows 
pupils to knuckle down to serious 
work between Easter and Whitsun, but 
without the need to revise over the 
half term break – there will be school 
holidays in the years to come when 
much work will be required, but this is 
not the case yet! I know that many girls 
have been working hard on revision and 
I wish them every success. Results will 
be sent out to parents in mid-June.

The second half of the summer term 
has much to recommend it to the 
girls. The Junior Play, Sports Day and 
the annual Art Exhibition are always 
highlights. This year, however, we 
have a new initiative which is running 
throughout the school and which 
should ensure that the last week 
of the summer term becomes the 
most memorable time of the year – 
every year:

•	 The Thirds are off to the Chateau 
du Baffy in Normandy for an 
activity week.

•	 The Lower Fourth have Science Week 
here in school, including the long-
established Science Fair for parents 
on the Wednesday evening.

•	 The Upper Fourth have a water 
sports trip to Knapp House in Devon; 
this trip has been running for nearly 
thirty years and we know the staff 
and the centre very well.

•	 The Lower Fifth are almost all 
away in France, Germany, Italy or 
Spain depending on which modern 
language they have chosen to study 
for GCSE; a tiny handful of girls have 
opted for work experience instead.

•	 The Upper Fifth will all be on work 
experience that week; some will 
be working in London, others 
will be elsewhere in the UK or 
internationally.

•	 The Lower Sixth are in lessons all 
week and the school has made sure 
that at least one specialist teacher 
from every subject department is in 
London that week to deliver their 
lessons and to prepare them for the 
summer holidays and for university 
applications.

•	 The Upper Sixth will probably be 
watching Wimbledon, dancing at 
a music festival or relaxing on the 
beaches of the Mediterranean 
enjoying a well-deserved rest after 
finishing their A levels.

All of these activities are planned 
to cover the period from Monday 
to Thursday of the last week of the 
summer term. The whole school (minus 
the two exam years) will come back 
together on the Friday for our end of 
term service and assembly, complete 
with many celebrations and some 
important farewells.

The most important thing that we do 
in school is to deliver excellent lessons 
week in week out – it is the bread 
and butter of school life. Outstanding 
teaching and learning is our top priority. 
That said, there is always room for 
excitement and for making memories 
that will last a lifetime.

The school is in good heart. 

charles fillingham 

PS. Whilst your daughters are almost 
all away, I would like to take the 
opportunity to invite you to join me here 
at school for a wine tasting evening led 
by a specialist from Berry Brothers and 
Rudd of St James’s Street. Please keep 
the Tuesday evening free and I will send 
more details as soon as I have them.

From the  
Headmaster
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Goodbye Jamie
At the end of the Spring Term 
we said a teary-eyed farewell to 
Jamie. A beloved member of the 
kitchen team, Jamie has been with 
us at FHS for many years and will 
be greatly missed. Jamie brought 
joy and laughter to the service 
line and staff always appreciated 
a quick chat as they collected that 
day’s culinary treat. She leaves us 
to take up a job in the kitchens of 
the London College of Fashion. 
We wish her all the best for the 
future! 

Leadership Board
A recent addition to the ground floor 
corridor is the new Leadership Board. 
Replacing the Head Girl's Team board, 
this display celebrates not only this 
team, but also members of our school 
community who hold other posts of 
responsibility. It is a work in progress, 
but the board currently includes the 
names of our School Prefects, House 
Captains and Deputy House Captains. 
In the future, girls from across the 
years who are making a significant 
contribution to the school will be 
celebrated on this board and it will be 
something for them to aspire to.

Mrs Alex Francisco 
assistant head
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NEWS

On Thursday 28th March, twenty-
two Lower Sixth girls delivered some 
excellent speeches as part of their 
application to be on the Head Girl’s 
Team. This was in addition to their 
written applications. Staff and students 
then had the opportunity to vote and 
we are delighted to announce the new 
team members for 2019-20:

HEAD GIRL  
Swathy Suresan

SENIOR PREFECT  
Charlotte McBurney

PRESIDENT OF THE HELP FUND 
Amy Roberts

SIXTH FORM DELEGATE 
Kate Gill-Boniaszczuk

SCHOOL SPORTS CAPTAIN 
Anki Stick

Congratulations to the new team 
and to all the girls who applied and 
represented FHS so brilliantly.

Mr Nicola Gridelli 
head of sixth form

Welcome Dr Thampu
We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Dr Thampu who has 
joined the Chemistry Department 
for the Summer Term. 

Head Girl’s Team
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On Friday 4th April, the whole school 
gathered to question whether 'men 
and women should compete in sport 
together as equals', the subject for this 
year’s Inter-House Debating Final. We 
were joined by authors Isabelle Duncan 
and Bill Colegrave, who came to FHS to 
judge this ‘hot topic’ debate in front of 
the whole school.

Isabelle is a cricketer, coach, and BBC 
Radio commentator, and sits on the 
Committee at the Marylebone Cricket 
Club at Lord’s. She has had an illustrious 
career as a cricketer often captaining 
‘male’ teams. Bill is a travel writer and 
himself reached the final of the world’s 
largest debating competition, the ESU 
MACE, so is an experienced debater.

Issy Klug and Eleni Papanayotou 
(Upper Fifth) argued the case for the 
Proposition representing Jupiter, with 

Bella Atfield (Upper Fifth) and Tegan 
Macpherson (Lower Fifth) in Opposition 
on behalf of Saturn. As with all the best 
debates, the tough questions from the 
Floor fuelled the speakers’ passion, 
and we were treated to an exceptional 
contest. Former school debating 
champions Nula Kenzie and Scarlett 
Field-Green were amongst the dozen 
or so girls to put the summary speakers 
to task.

After the Debate our Chairperson, Eva 
Perez (Lower Sixth), who has been 
Senior Debating Captain this year, 
conducted a floor vote, which came 
out just in favour of the Opposition. 
The Junior Debating Captain, Claudia 
Limaverde Costa (Lower Fourth), 
acted as the Debate’s Timekeeper 
and supported Eva brilliantly. Then it 
was the turn of our judges to take to 
the stage!

Bill and Isabelle told us something of 
their own experiences with debating – 
Bill shared an anecdote about finding 
confidence from nowhere when 
speaking to hundreds at the Royal 
Geographical Society, and Isabelle told 
us something of the challenges of often 
being the only woman in a boardroom 
making decisions for the benefit 
of women.

Our judges were full of praise for all our 
brave speakers, but on the occasion it 
was Issy and Eleni who triumphed and 
received the Debating Spoon prize. Our 
judges gave all girls involved signed 
copies of their books, and the school 
library got a copy too. We are extremely 
grateful to them for their generosity of 
time and advice for life.

Mr Tom Carew Hunt 
head of debating

Inter-House Debating Final
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Jupiter began their comeback 
early on in the second half of 
the spring term by consistently 
winning the Maths sheet 
challenges (though they were 
pipped to the post in the 
last week of term by Mars). 
Points this half term were also 
awarded to Quondam Writing 
Competition participants, 
won by athletes in the Mini 
Marathon, and persuasively 
acquired by debaters in 
the Inter-House Debating 
Competition. At the end of the 
term the scoreboard looked 
something like this. 

Will Saturn maintain their lead? 
Only time will tell.

510  
points

Saturn

Points Update

525  
points

556  
points
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HOUSEMini Marathon

On Friday 15th March, Francis Holland 
School descended on Regent’s Park for 
the annual Mini Marathon. With over 
100 students from across the years 
signed up for the event, and crucial 
house points on offer, the competition 

promised to be spectacular. We were 
not disappointed!

Charli Edge recorded the fastest time 
over the 3km course, finishing in just 11 
minutes 13 seconds, but she was closely 

followed by Skye Kelly who crossed 
the line in 11 minutes 46 seconds. In 
fact there were brilliant performances 
across the board. The winners for each 
year group were:

Thirds:  
Skye Kelly
Lower Fourth:  
Charli Edge
Upper Fourth:  
Lily Nash
Lower Fifth:  
Matilda Lamb
Upper Fifth:  
Annelise Maynard and Hero Coles
Sixth Form:  
Alice Emlyn Jones

But who won those vital house points? 
(Drumroll please) It was only Mars who 
gained 100 points taking them into the 
lead. Jupiter, who were snapping at 
their heels, came away with 90 points, 
and Saturn earned a respectable 70 
points. Congratulations to all the girls 
who took part!

Mrs Brogan Percy 
teacher of sport
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Onatti Theatre 
Company 
Productions
During the spring term, Language 
students were fortunate enough 
to have the opportunity to see two 
performances by the Onatti Theatre 
Company.

On Thursday 14th March, German 
students saw So eine Nervensäge, a 
tale of two sisters. The elder sister is 
busy getting ready for a date while the 
younger sister does everything she can 
to annoy her! Helena McDonnell in the 
Lower Fifth even had the opportunity to 
perform alongside the actors. 

On Monday 1st April, Thirds and Lower 
Fourth students had a fantastic time 
watching the French performance 
Ticket Pour l'Espace, which followed 
the adventures of the two protagonists 
travelling into space. The fact that 
the characters did not speak the 
same language - one spoke English 
and the other French - brought home 
to our students the challenges of 
communication and the importance of 
learning foreign languages.

Miss Alessandra Spera  
head of french

Ms Rose Iksilara 
head of german
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EVENTS

Parents’ Association 
Quiz
The annual Parents’ Association Quiz took place on 
Tuesday 19th March. This year saw the inauguration of 
a new Quiz Master – Mr Harry Clayton – who continued 
the tradition of devious and vexing questions. The 
competition was fierce as parents and staff vied to 
become the next FHS Quiz Champions – in the end table 
8 were victorious! Members of the Lower Fifth were 
on hand to help serve the supper and sell raffle tickets. 
Thank you to everyone who came along and supported 
this event; because of your generosity we were able to 
raise over £3,000 for the school charities.

Parents’ Association
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EVENTS

This year two teams of Sixth Formers 
from FHS participated in Young 
Enterprise – Luminescence and Sock ‘n’ 
Sole. They both survived the perils of a 
year in business and made very healthy 
profits.

Luminescence were motivated by 
the environmental plight of excessive 
plastic waste and wanted to produce 
a range of environmentally friendly 
products. Their organic cotton bags 
with a uniquely designed planetary logo 
complemented the new House System 
at school and had a universe-sal appeal!

Sock ‘n’ Sole produced an attractive 
range of fluffy socks which were a 
massive hit with consumers. The 
company had a real flair for marketing 
and exploited social media as a platform 
to raise awareness of their brand and 
boost sales.

Both teams gave outstanding and 
highly professional business pitches 
at the Central London Area Finals on 
Monday 25th March at Disney HQ. 
Luminescence won an award for Best 
Customer Service and Sock ‘n’ Sole won 
the Best Presentation Award. Sock ‘n’ 
Sole went on to compete in the next 

round of the competition on Thursday 
2nd May at the international law 
firm BLPC.

Miss Ann-Marie Conway 
head of economics

Young Enterprise

Jujiro: Business, Entrepreneurship 
and Management
Our latest Jujiro panel took place 
on Thursday 28th March, when 
we were joined by four business 
professionals - Prama Bhardwaj, 

Founder and CEO of Mantis World; 
Alex Cheatle, Founder and CEO of Ten 
Lifestyle group PLC; Henri Perusset, 
Head of Business Development, 

Global Financial Markets at HSBC; 
and Christabel Reed, Co-founder of 
Advaya Initiative. 

Our panellists shared their 
experiences of working in this 
dynamic and challenging industry 
with our students and parents, and 
answered questions from the floor. 
The overriding sentiment was that 
confidence, resilience, courage, 
hard work and determination are 
the key attributes to finding success 
and fulfilment. Fear of failure was 
also discussed as a motivating 
factor in moving forwards and 
reaching full potential. Thank you 
to all our panellists for coming and 
sharing their words of wisdom and 
encouragement with us. 

Mr Jason Bossé 
director of careers
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EVENTS
The Lower Fifth hosted their 
annual Charity Event on 
Friday 29th March in aid of 
the Swiss Cottage School. 
All classes from the Thirds 
to Lower Fifth took part, 
each choosing their own 
rock anthem to lip sync and 
perform! There were some 
fabulous performances, 
but the Lower Fifth were 
particularly impressive, with 
LVE ending up as eventual 
winners. The lunchtime event 
was a great success; not only 
were the girls able to show 
off their 'inner metal' but 
they raised over £800 in the 
process, which was a superb 
achievement. Well done to 
everyone who took part!

Mr Harry Clayton 
head of upper & lower fifth

Lower Fifth Charity Event

Salters Institute 
Festival of 
Chemistry
On Tuesday 2nd April, some of Francis 
Holland’s finest junior scientists, 
in the Third and Lower Fourth 
forms, competed in the Salters 
Chemistry Competition at the London 
Metropolitan University. 

The day was action packed with hands-
on experiments and demonstrations. 
The girls were in their element as they 
worked with ease in a giant research 
laboratory: cracking codes, performing 
complex chromatography and 
investigating test tube reactions. 

A brilliantly written lab report and very 
neat workstation ensured that the 
young chemists did the school proud. 
They ended the day doubly victorious 
by achieving both gold and silver 
medals. 

Miss Emma Hollender 
teacher of chemistry
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EVENTS

This year’s World Book Day celebrations 
were bigger and better than 
ever before!

It all began on Wednesday 6th March, 
when we were joined by author of 
Stargazing for Beginners and Truly, 
Madly, Deeply, Jenny McLachlan. She 
spoke to the Thirds and shared with us 
something of her journey to becoming 
a writer (including being chased by 
an elephant). She told us about how 
she draws inspiration from her own 
experiences when planning her novels, 
and read us the opening chapter of 
Truly, Wildly, Deeply, which caused 
many a chuckle and a spontaneous 

round of applause. Jenny challenged 
us to plan our own stories – getting us 
to think about where it would be set, 
whose story we would tell, and what 
would drive the narrative.  We also had 
a chance to ask our own questions from 
what was her favourite book to which 
differed most from its original draft.

On Thursday 7th March, celebrations 
continued as the members of the Book 
Club led an assembly on Future Library 
– an artwork by Katie Patterson which 
explores the longevity of literature 
as one author every year for the next 
hundred years will donate a book to be 
published in 2114. At lunch the library 

had the school’s iPads on offer so that 
girls (and librarians) could partake of 
World Book Day author videos and 
compete in book-themed quizzes. 

Finally, on Friday 8th March we 
welcomed Daunt Books to the library 
to run our inaugural Book Fair. It was 
a great opportunity for girls across the 
years to get their hands on the latest 
novels and spend their £1 book tokens. 
We look forward to doing it all again 
next year!

Miss Sarah Lawrence 
school librarian 

World Book Day Celebrations

Maths Feast
On Wednesday 13th March, a team of 
Lower Fifth Maths students participated 
in the annual Maths Feast event. The FHS 
team competed in four rounds in all, each 
focused on different areas of mathematics 
and testing the girls' problem-solving 
and teamwork skills along the way. It 
was a unique opportunity for our girls to 
develop their mathematical knowledge and 
understanding; and they certainly felt that 
the event was extremely beneficial to their 
mathematics and teamwork skills.

Miss Hannah Blazewicz 
teacher of mathematics
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MUSIC

Spring Concert
With a greater selection of more light-
hearted repertoire being performed, 
girls from across all year groups 
gathered at St Cyprian’s Church on 
Tuesday 2nd April to present the 
Spring Concert. During the evening we 
heard from the School Orchestra, the 
String Orchestra, Lower School Choir, 
a Flute Ensemble and the irrepressible 
Pink Ladies.

This concert was also a swansong for 
the Upper Sixth musicians, many of 
whom have been performing in St 
Cyprian’s since 2012. After individual 
performances from pianists and singers, 
and one operatic duet, our Upper Sixth 
musicians finished the programme 
with an arrangement of ‘Somewhere 
Only We Know’ by Keane, a suitably 
poignant song. It was a thoroughly 
lovely evening.

Mr Robert Patterson 
director of music
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Upper Fifth 
Performance 
Concert
The ten girls in the Upper Fifth IGCSE music 
set gathered to give a lovely recital of solo 
performances in preparation for their 
forthcoming exam submissions. With much 
mutual support and encouragement, the 
performers all played and sang with real 
poise and confidence. The evening was 
rounded off with a moving folk duet by 
Jasmin Morris and Tara Murray.

Mr Robert Patterson 
director of music

Fifty students and staff joined 
forces with Harrow School in 
an epic performance of Elgar's 
The Dream of Gerontius. Joined 
by a professional orchestra 
and soloists, this was yet again 
a real highlight of the musical 
calendar. For some girls in 
the Upper Sixth this was their 
seventh and final Harrow 
concert. Ideas for next year are 
already being considered.

Mr Robert Patterson 
director of music

Choral Concert with Harrow School
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MUSIC
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Sixth Form  
Trips in London 
(and Webinars!)
Over the past half term the Sixth Form 
have been busy exploring their subjects 
to new, deeper levels and gleaning 
exam tips at a range of conferences and 
events here in London.

Historians attended a series of lectures 
related to the Russian Revolution by 
Dr Simon Dixon and award-winning 
historian Dr Daniel Beer on Wednesday 
5th March. 

Italian linguists saw a screening of the 
Italian horror film Respiri at Regent 
Street Cinema on Monday 12th 
March, which was followed by a Q&A 
with the director Alfredo Fiorillo and 
members of the cast. They also went 
to visit the Estorick Collection to see a 
temporary exhibition on the Making of 
Modern Italy.

German students went to the A Level 
German Student Conference on 
Thursday 14th March, where they had 
two sessions with a chief examiner 
who gave tips on how to produce 
high quality essays, in addition to four 
lectures.

Not to be outdone, Spanish linguists 
joined in on a Webinar about essay 
writing presented by two facilitators 
who work as external examiners at 
Edexcel on Tuesday 19th March.

Geographers heard from Professor 
Loretta Lees of Leicester University 
on the subject of the gentrification of 
London on Monday 18th March. 

Biologists enjoyed a trip to the world-
famous Body Worlds exhibition in 
Piccadilly Circus, on Wednesday 20th 
March, where they had the opportunity 
to see over 200 exhibits that 
covered six key systems of the body: 
digestive, respiratory, reproductive, 
cardiovascular, nervous and locomotive 
systems.

Psychologists had an inspiring and 
thought-provoking day of lectures on 
Wednesday 27th March led by eminent 
Criminologist Professor David Wilson 
and Professor Elizabeth Loftus, who 
spoke about the inaccuracies of human 
memory and how they have led to 
wrongful convictions. 

All in all, it’s been a busy, but inspiring 
half term.

Mr Nicola Gridelli 
head of sixth form

Lower Fifth trip to School of Rock
The Lower Fifth went to see the 
acclaimed musical School of Rock 
at the Gillian Lynne Theatre on 
Thursday 28th March. The narrative 
follows wannabe rock star Dewey 
Finn, who poses as a supply teacher 
at a prestigious prep school to earn 
some cash. There he turns his class 
into "a guitar-shredding, bass-

slapping mind-blowing rock band".  
It was a great opportunity for the 
girls to relax, have fun, and get into 
the rock mind-set ahead of their 
charity event the next day.

Mr Harry Clayton 
head of lower & upper fifth
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TRIPS

During the Easter break, ten students 
and two members of staff enjoyed a trip 
to China. Over the course of the week in 
Beijing, the students visited The Forbidden 
City, Tiananmen Square, and The Temple 
of Heaven Park, and also made a day trip 
to the Great Wall. One day was spent with 
LuHe School studying various subjects and 
seeing what a typical Chinese school is 
like. A marvellous trip and a great credit to 
the fantastic girls who participated.

Mr Robert Patterson 
director of music

Trip to Beijing, China

Lower Fourth 
Educational Visits
Every year the Lower Fourth have the 
chance to explore the cultural wonders 
that are freely available on their 
doorstep with an exciting range of visits 
around London. The trips, which aim to 
enhance the girls' learning beyond the 
classroom, take on a different subject 
focus twice a half term. This academic 
year Lower Fourth have been to London 
Zoo to learn about the threat of climate 
change to animals; explored different 
artists and interpretations of artwork 
on trips to the Wallace Collection and 
National Portrait Gallery; taken an 
in-depth look at the British Library’s 
treasures including the Magna Carta; 
investigated the worlds of fashion and 
design at the V&A; marvelled at the 
architecture of St Paul’s Cathedral; trod 
the boards at Shakespeare’s Globe; 
discovered the music of Handel and 
Hendrix at their houses; and visited the 
Bank of England. 

Miss Jane Tucker 
trips co-ordinator
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TRIPS

Physics Trip to Chateau D’Hallines
The Lower Sixth Physics set travelled 
via Eurostar and onto the delightful 
Chateau D’Hallines in Northern France 
on the evening of Thursday 21st March 
for a study weekend packed full of 
practical tasks, Physics extension topics 
and competitions. The group were 
accompanied by Mr Ward, Mr Peters, 
Ms Blazewicz and guests Dr Chloe 
Tartan and Eva Gimpel-Oxinalde.

Dr Tartan has recently completed 
her Ph.D. in Engineering from Oxford 
University along with a B.Sc. in Physics 
at Imperial and a M.Sc. from UCL and 
Cambridge universities. Chloe is now 
working in R&D (in blockchain) for 
nChain in Oxford Circus. Eva Gimpel-
Oxinalde is a Polished Corner with an 
A* in Physics. She is currently taking 
a gap year working in the city before 
taking up her place to read Physics at 
Durham University in September. 

We were delighted that they agreed to 
join us on the trip to share their insights 

and experience with our current 
physicists.

The first task on Thursday morning was 
to design, build and test a hydraulic lift 
and backhoe truck. Mr Peters and Dr 
Tartan judged the competition with real 
tenacity. The remainder of the day was 
taken up with past paper examination 
techniques, a trip to La Coupole rocket 
museum and designing and making 
various electronic circuits. Saturday 
also involved further tests on Quantum 
Physics, an engineering challenge to 
build and test a racing car for speed, 
endurance and power. Dr Tartan and 
Eva also ran a series of Oxbridge style 
interview tasks that proved very taxing 
but enjoyable.

It was a really enjoyable and rewarding 
trip. Thank you to all involved.

Mr Derek Ward 
head of science / physics
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TRIPS

Creative Writing Trip to Chateau D’Hallines 
During the Easter Break, Mrs Phillips 
and I took sixteen FHS girls and 
four City of London boys, with their 
accompanying teacher, to Chateau 
d'Hallines in northern France for a 
creative writing residential trip. The 
students participated in a series of 
workshops led by two poet-tutors, 
Kate Potts and Dai George. Following 

games, prompts and discussions, 
the girls enjoyed the chance to write 
independently, and produced an 
impressive variety of poetry.

The students were inspired by the 
poets, other poems and film clips, and 
spent time writing in the beautiful, 
sunny grounds of Chateau d'Hallines. 

The swing, trampoline and bicycles 
were also popular! The four-day 
residential culminated in a poetry 
recital on the final evening, where 
every student read out their favourite 
composition, to rapturous applause. A 
happy, productive trip. 

Mrs Laura Parkes 
head of english
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ART Heather’s Highlights	

I am writing this just as some of 
our GCSE Art girls have finished 
their final lesson and I can't believe 
the last two years have gone so 
quickly. It seems that every year 
our students raise the bar with 
their achievements, such incredible 
dedication to their work as well as 
such a diversity of techniques and 
projects. Thank you for being such a 
fantastic year group to work with!

Here is a taste of some of their 
work, but don't miss our summer 

Art Exhibition to see it in all its 
glory. The Grand Opening is on 
Wednesday 19th June, 5-7.30 pm at 
St Cyprian's Church.

Not only have I had the pleasure 
of showing you some of our GCSE 
exam pieces hot off the press – 
but just look at these portraits 
from our Thirds! Oh my goodness, 
absolutely lovely.

Mrs Heather Maund 
art technician
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Photography 
Club
Once a week, freelance photographer 
Grace Gelder comes to FHS to run 
our Photography Club. We have been 
admiring the work the girls have 
produced and wanted to share it with 
you. Grace had this to say about the 
sessions:

“We've had a lot of fun exploring 
different aspects of photography during 
our weekly sessions; we've looked at 
light, composition, multiple exposures, 
and most importantly we've taken the 
cameras off their automatic setting! 
Hopefully, good weather will see us 
exploring street photography and some 
more trips to the park before we edit 
the images for a final presentation.” 

Mrs Heather Maund 
art technician

ART
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SPORT TRIPS
This term we celebrated the start of 
a new tradition at Francis Holland: 
the FHS Sports Dinner. It was a lovely 
evening dedicated to senior students 
who have represented the school 
in sports. Olympian Perri Shakes-
Drayton gave an inspiring and insightful 
speech reflecting on her journey 
as a professional athlete. Perri's 
main message was that passion and 
hard work can overcome constant 
setbacks. She suffered from multiple 
injuries but four years later became 
a two time European Indoor Athletic 
Champion gold medalist through sheer 
determination and perseverance. A 
true inspiration for all, especially young 
female athletes. Perri then thanked and 
awarded the Sixth Form leavers - Kitty 
Gilbey, Hannah Barlay, Gabby Rapp and 
Sophia Chitty - for their commitment 
to FHS, playing netball since the 
Thirds. Winners of the evening were 
Gabby Rapp - Netball Shooting Cup, 
Hannah Barlay - Senior Netball Cup, 
Anki Stick and Kalliopi Hadjipateras - 
Senior Hockey Cup and Sophia Chitty 
- Contribution to Sport. Many thanks to 
all those involved and who attended.

Miss Laura Burroughs 
director of sport

Sports Dinner

London Pulse v. Team Bath 
The FHS netballers had a fantastic 
night at the Copper Box on Monday 
11th March watching a Netball match 
between the London Pulse and Team 
Bath. The evening started with a VIP 
tour of the stadium where the girls 
got to see the court, get on their 

London Pulse supporters gear and 
meet and greet some of the London 
Pulse players in the locker room – this 
was a particular highlight! The game 
was tight the entire way through with 
a final score of 64-40 to Team Bath 
after an intense final few minutes. It 

was fantastic to see such high quality 
Netball played right before our eyes, 
and it left the girls feeling inspired to 
get out on the courts.

Miss Frances Wright 
gap year intern
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Epsom Cross 
Country
The Epsom Cross Country meet 
took place on Friday 10th March 
and FHS sent our U13 team to 
compete against schools from all 
over London and Surrey. 

The girls put in an exceptional 
performance, running the 
best they have all season and 
finishing in 1st place! A fantastic 
achievement. When it was 
announced they could hardly 
believe it. Congratulations also 
to Charli Edge who finished 1st 
overall to win the individual gold. 
Well done to all the girls that 
took part – all that hard work and 
training paid off. 

Miss Laura Burroughs 
director of sport

London Youth Games Finals
On Monday 25th March, the 
U12 Netball team represented 
Westminster at the London Youth 
Games, having won their borough 
competition back in February. 38 
teams took part in the finals at 
Redbridge Sports Centre and the 
girls played exceptionally well, 
demonstrating a wonderful standard 

of Netball. Despite the pressure, 
and the long day, the team delivered 
time and time again, finishing in an 
incredible 3rd place. A massive well 
done to all the girls that took part; 
you really are superstars.

Miss Laura Burroughs 
director of sport
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Ivor Place, London NW1 6XR

020 7723 0176 | admin@fhs-nw1.org.uk | www.fhs-nw1.org.uk

Junior Play: Scenes from Macbeth 
and A Midsummer Night's Dream
Thursday 13th June, 5pm

Friday 14th June, 5pm

Tickets are available from EventBrite

Musical Dates for your Diary
Thursday 6th June, 
6.30pm:  
Lower Fifth 
Performance Concert

Tuesday 18th June, 
6.30pm:  
Lower School 
Vocal Concert

A level & 
GCSE Art 
Exhibition
Grand Opening

Wednesday 19th 
June, 5-7:30pm  
St. Cyprian's Church 

DofE 
Expeditions
Silver Assessed:  
25th-27th May, Chasham

Gold Practise:  
8th-12th July, Peak District

Gold Assessed:  
19th-23rd August, 
North Wales

Sports Day
Friday 21st June, 10:30am: Regent's ParkCome and cheer us on!

DIARY
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